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An Account of the Fair and Impartial Proceedings of the 
Lords Proprietors, Governour and Council of the Colony of 

South Carolina, z Anſwer to the Untrue Suggeftions, 
contained in the Petition of Jol. Boon and others, and of 
a Paper Intituled, | 


The Caſe of. the Church of England in Carolina. 


| IS Late Majeſty Ring Gerda II. did by his Letters Patents, 
1563. rant unto Edward Late Earl of _ Clarendon and others, the 
2 everal Tracts of Land in the Petition mentioned, to be holden 
of the Crown of Exgland, as of the Manour of Eaſt Greenwich. N 
And in the ſaid Charter there is contained a Clauſe, that the ſaid Lords Proprietors 
may Ordain and EnaQt Laws concerning the Publick State of the Province, or tue Pri. 
vate Utility of particular Perſons, with the Advice, Aſſent, and Approbation of 
the Free-Men of the Province, or the greateſt part of them, ot their Delegates ot 
Deputies, Provided the ſaid Laws are conſonant to Reaſon, and as near as conveni- 
ently may be agreeable to the Laws and Cuſtoms of England. And in the ſaid Charter 
Power is given to the {aid Lords Proprietors, 10 give and grant ſuch Induigences and 
Diſpenſations, to all who in their Judgment and Conſcience cannot conform tothe Litur, 
and Ceremomes, required by the 4d of Uniformity, as the faid Patentees ſhall think ft, 
Ever ſince the pathng of the ſaid Charter, the Lords Proprietors have Governed 
the ſaid Colony, with all poſſible Juſtice and Equity, and have always allowed and 
indulged the Subjects of the ſaid Colony, free, Toleration and Inda/gence in Mat- 
ters of Religion, and have never paſſed any Law to abridge the free. Exerciſe there. 
of, or debar any Perſon from any Place or Office of Profit, upon the ſcore of Con- 
ſcience. And have always recommended ro the Aſſembly or Parliament of that 
place, the Paſſing of ſuch Laws as have been received in England, and are to be 
ound in the Statutes of this Kingdom. | | 
The ſaid Lords Proprietors, for the more equal Government of the ſaid Colony 
did in the Year 1669, recommend to the ſaid Aſſembly, or Parliament, /evera/ 
Fundamental Conſtitutions ; but the Aſſembly not approving thereof, the ſame were 
never paſſed into a Law, ncithet is the faid Colony Goyerned by four Eſtates, men- 
tioned in the ſaid Petition, but by a Palatine and Lords Proprietors, who have the 
Supreme Power, under the Queen, and by the Council, called the Upper Houſe, ard 
by a Houſe of Commons repreſenting the Form of Government in England. i 
As by the Laws of EAgland the Qualifications of Members of both Houſes of Par 
liament are reſtrained and Settled ſo to enable any Free- holder to fit and Vote in the Low- 
er Houſe of the Aſſembly or Parliament of Carolina, ſome Qualifications are required: 
And ſome Acts have been paſſed to appoint the number ot Members of the Houſe 
of Commons; to regulate ions and the Abilities of Electors, and tis particulatl 
required, that Members of Parliament, ſhall be Members of the Church of Exeland; 
tho' in other Parts of the Government there, no diſtinction is made upon the account of 
difference in Opinion, and 'twill not be thought unreaſonable, that the Government 
ſhould be ſecured in the Hands of Church - men, if it be conſide red what Attempts 
were made to get the Government into the hands of Diſſenters : And if in the Pream- 
ble or Recital of the ſaid Act; the Conſtiturion of the Ergli/h Parliament ſhould be 
miſtaken, this cannot be interpreted to any Deſign of infringing the Liberties of the 
Colony, ſince the Indulgence claimed by the Charter is no other than ſuch as ſhall 
de agreeable to the Minds of the Lords Proprietors, who are 10 grant the ſame 
at Diſcretion. | "pe oy 
The Province is of a large extent, and till the late Act for Eredling Churches, there 
was but one Church in the Province, viz. at Charles-Town, tho' the greateſt number 
of the Inhabirants are Church Men; and when the Aﬀembly or Parliament thought 
fir, that the Members of the Lower Houſe ſhould be Chiurch men, twas impraftica- 
ble to appoint a Sacramental Teſt, becauſe che Inhabirants had not Churches to com- 
municate in, and many Perſons would ſcruple to Communicate at the time of the 
Aſſembly's hitting in Char/es Town, tor. want of timely preparing themſelves, tor 
worthy Communicating therefore the Teſt of AﬀeQion io the Eſtabliſhmeni of the 
1 is appointed ro be by an Oath of Conformity. See the Ad and the 
ream * ; 4 ; : i 5 . , 
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I The Petitioners do very truly obſerve, that by the equality of Adminiſtration of 
the ſaid Government, the Inhabitants of the ſaid Colony, lived in perfett Peace, and 
the number of the Inhabitants and Trade of the ſaid Colcny, daily increaſed to the 
great Improvement of her Majeſties Cuſtoms, and the manifeſt Advantage of the 
Mercharts and Manufacture of this Kingdom. | | dk 
* The ſaid Lord Proprietors are not appriſed of any Irregulatities committed 
2 the Elections for Members to ſerve in the Lower Houſe of the faid Aſſembly or 
arliament; neither do they Authorize or allow * of theit Governours or Depu- 
ties, to Intereſt themſelves in the ſaid Elections. And if any partiality or Injuſtice 
is uſed in ſending Mmbers to the ſaid Aſſembly, ſuch offences are always Examined 
and determined by the lower Houſe there, who are left to a free and Impartial Ex- 
amination touching Elections in like manner, as the Houſe of Commonsare iniEngland. 
The Lords Proprietors have always managed the Ecclefiaſtical Government of the 
faid Province, by the Advice, and with the approbation of the Lord Biſhop of 
London, who has conſtantly taken the belt care he could (at ſo great a diſtance ) 
in the placing and diſplacing of the Miniſters in the ſaid Province as of other the 
Plantations and Colonys of America, but for want of a Suffragan or Comiſſary to 
govern the Clergy of thoſe parts, and to correct the misbekaviour of wicked Perſons, 
iverſe corrupt and Scandalous Miniſters, have at ſeveral times ſetled themſelves in 
thoſe Parts, to the great decay of Religion, and infamy to the Proteſtant cauſe. 
His late Majeſty King Wi//zam, being minded to Encourage the progrels of Reli - 
gion, and having for that purpoſe granted unto a Society of ſeveral Bithops, Lords 
and Gentlemen, a Charter for Propagation of Chriſtian Knowledge in Foreign parts. 
The faid Colony, did upon the Application and Encouragement of ſome perſons 
( who were zealouſly concerned to promote that charitable undertaking) immedi-. 
ately reſolve to-ſhew a commendable zeal and good will to concur in to bleſſed a 
work; and tho' the ſaid Colony, is not as yer able to make a compleat and abſolute 
proviſion for the maintenance of the Clergy, which are wanting to inſtruct the Peo- 
ple, yet they were willing to uſe their belt endeavours, to r ſober and 
pious Men to ſettle among them, hoping the ſaid New-incorporated Society would 
aſſiſt the pious endeavours of the ſaid Colony, in which hopes the faid Colony 
has not been diſappointed, for the ſaid Society has very generouſly and charitabl 
aſſiſted and furniſhed Miſhonaries for the ſaid Colony, which Miſonaries have, — 
will meet with all due Encouragement to the Ability of the ſaid Colony. And in 
order to Accompliſh the ſaid good deſigns; the Governour at the opening of the 
laſt Parliament there, made a ſpeech . exhorting them to build ſome Churches for 
the Worſhip of God, and maintenance of his Miniſters, upon which, the Lower 
Houſe addrefſed rhe ſaid Governour, and ſhewed their inclination to paſs an Act for 
the ſaid purpoſes, if they might be aſſured that the Clergy to be received into ſuch 
Churches, might be under ſome regulation, and not ſuffered to live diſorderly, as 
ſome others had done before, npon aſſurance of which, the ſaid Commons, (tho great 
oppoſition was made to the ſame, ) immediately reſolved te erett fix Churches and 
arſonage Houſes, and to ſet out glebes and paſſed An Ad for the 1 of 
Religious Worſhip in this Province, according to the Church of England, and for the 


F The Government continued in perfect Peace | left to diſpatch the Publick buſineſs, which after 
and Tranquility, till one Aſb and ſome few others | wards occaſioned a great Riot and Tumult. The 
ſetup a Project to make themſelves a tłird State | Petitioner in the Printed Caſe would inſinuate 
of Caſſiques and Zaudgreves, by endeavouring to that the Diſſenters had contributed to the main- 
fill up eighteen Blank Patents, (which had been | tenance of the Church, Tis true, there are ſe- 
Signed by the Palatines Court) with the Names veral People of that Latitude of Principle, who 
of Diſſenters: This opened the Eyes of the | go either to Church or Meetings, and contribute 
Churchmen to perceive that the Difſenters werg , to the Maintenance of both ſorts of Miniſters, but 
aiming to get the ſole Government of the Colony | theſe fixing themſelyes to no one Communion can- 
into their Hands; which Deſign was therefore | not be denominated of either, and tis as true that 
prevented by the Lords Proprietors. The full | Governour Blake went conſtantly to Meetings 3 
account of this Matter was laid before the ſaid but when a Church was Eftabliſhed in Charles 
Lords, who are ready to produce the Papers and | Town, he always fix d to the Church, àud forſook 
Proofs relating to that Matter, aad they think | the Meetings: And this is a great Argument of 
themſelves not worthy of blame, if when the | the equal Temper of the Lords Proprietors, that 
Diſſenters ſet up for the ſole Government, they | they make choice of their Governours, even frem 

ule all prudent Precautions to keep them out of | among the Diſſenters. 
the Legiſlature. And the faid Ah, further to ac- „Complaints of this nature have been made, 
cumpliſh his ſaid End, brought into the Lower- | and the ſaid Lord Proprietors have by them ſe · 
Houſe, a Bill ta. exclude from that Houſe, all | veral Papers and Memorials relating to the 
"French Proteſtants, Juſtices of the Peace, Parſons | ſame, and the ſaid complaints are utterly ground- 
and Merchants 3 and becauſe he could not carry lefs and founded in Calumny, tho' if the ſame 
the ſaid Bill, he and his Party departed from the | were true; the Lords Proprietors think them- 
Hard Aſſembly, by means whereof a ſufficient num- | ſelves not anſwerable for the faults of every She- 

(required by an AR of that Colony) was not | riff of a County. 
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juſt 
pals: the ſame is acceptable to all Chruch- 


Eredling of Churches for the publick worſhip of God, and alſo for the maintenance of 
of Miniflers, and the Building TN Houſes for them. þ In which ſaid _ 
oviſion is made for the Eſtabliſhing the Worſhip, Rites and Cercmonies of the 
urch, according to the uſe of the Church of England, * without intrenching 

upon the Liberty of Conſcience, which has been always indulgcd to Diſſenters ot 
ſorts, and without diminiſhing any Eccleſiaſtical Authority hi-herto exerciſed in 
the ſaid Colony ; neither does the ſa d Act contain, or Enatt any Exorbitat Pows- 
er, to the injury or oppreſſion of the oops in General , neither does it greive or 
diſturb the Members of the Church of Exg/and in particular: But the ſaid Act 
is not yet Ratifyed, and the Lords Proprietors have Executed an Iaſttument to Repeal 
the ſame, which faid Revocation is not yet ſent to Carolina, ſo that the Lords Pro- 
rietors have it ſtill in their power, either to Ratify or diſannul the ſaid Act, as ſhall 
thought moſt for the Intereſt of the Church, but tis to be feared, if the ſaid Inſtrr · 


ment of Revocation ſhould be ſent into Carolina, no Churches or Parſonage Houſes can 


be built, unleſs the People (hall have the nature to EnaQ another Law, which 
* may be clogged with ſome unreaſonable clauſe , by the perſons who oppoſe 
the Encouragement of the Church in thoſe parts. 

+ There is a cuſtom in the American Plantations (too well known) that the Mini- 
ſters of Churches are removable at the will of the People, and 'tis very common at 
the Veſtrys, to popes a Queſtion , which is determined by a Majority of Voices; 
all we hire our Minifter for anothor Tear ? by which means their maintenance is 
precarious, and the poor men are mobbed out of their Livings. 

To Remedy which Evil, and that the Miniſters to be ſetled in the new EreQed 
Churches in Carolina, may be under ſome + Government and Regulation, till a Bi. 
ſhop or Coiniſſary can refide among them, to take the care and inſpettion of their 
behaviour (and to Conſe:rate Churches, confirm, and do other Epiſcopal Acts) a 
certain number of perſons (known to be well affected to the Church of Eng/and ) 
are appointed to hear the + complaints of the People; And that the ſaid Miniſters 
may not be vexed wirh frivolous complaints. Ir is provided. 

1. Nine perſons muſt make the complaint. 

2. Such nine perſons muſt be all Members of the Church of Exgland. 

3. The Majority of the Veſtry mult concur with the Nine, and muſt likewiſo 
de Members of the Church of Eng/and. 


To paſs any cenſure, the Majority of the 
8 muſt all be of the Church of England 
- So that by this AQ, it is not only difficult, but almoſt impoſſible to cenſure any 
Miniſter by vertue of the Power therein contained, and no perſon can ever feel the 
ſeverity ot it but ſuch as behave themſelves ſo, as to incur the cenſure of ſo great a 
* number as the — 2 of Twenty Members of their own Communion: And 
leaſt ſo great a Num ould fail in their duty. The Governour, Sir, Nath. 7ohn- 
ſon ( a perſon of unblamable Life, and of known Integrity to the Church of Eng- 
land ) may by vertue of the laſt Clauſe in the Act, conttoul any _ Sentence of 
the ſaid Commiſſioners, ſo that in Effect the whole Legiſſature mult concur to de- 
prive, or remove any Miniſter. 3 : 
The Government of the ſaid Province, would have been very much wanting to 
themſelves, if (when they have ſetled ( conſidering their circumſtance ) fo liberal a 
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Commiſſionets muſt agree, and 
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| the Governour, Council, and even the Aﬀembly, 

and when called before the Aſſembly, to give 
an account of his rude Speeches in the Pulpit, 
he affronted them to their Faces, a true ac- 


be Lords Proprietors never heard of any 
complaint againſt the equity of the ſaid 


men; and not offenſive to the Diſſenters, 
who are all well pleaſed with it, only a 
ſew wicked Perſons (who are with 
N at that ſo reaſonable a Settlement of 
the Church) do ſhelter themſelves under the 
barowed „ le Howe 
vince, and what could not prevent 
noiſe and clamor, they endeavour to effect b 
Calumny and pretended Love to the Church. 
+ The want of a Biſhop or an Eccleſiaſtical 
Governour, is a very ſenſible inconvenience in 
thoſe parts ; asmay be teſtified by the account of 
the Behaviour of Mr Edward Maron, in Charles 
Town ; who makes it his Buſineſs to foment 


* continual Quarrels, and diſcords, Diſperſe 
- Libels, and raiſe Slanders; His Behaviour there | 


is ſo Intolerable and Unchriftian, that his Pulpit 
is the uſual place of railery and in his publick 
Sermons, he makes no conſcience of abuſing 
- Perſons, and calling Nicknames, and he ſpares 
not to utter his inſoſent Language there, againſt 


| 


count whereuf may be ſcen in the ſeveral Let- 
ters and Memorials that have been laid beſore 
the Lord ider of Loudon and the Lords Pro- 
prietors of that Colony. 
| + And tho a number of Perſons are ap- 
— to hear the complaint of the Church 

cople, yet the Governour and Council de- 
clared that they were willing che faid Clauſe 
ſhould be repealed, whenever an Eccleſiafti- 
| cal Governour ſhould be appointed to take 
82 ol the Province which they ſtill offer 
to do. 

+ The Petitioners pretend in their printed 
- caſe, to charge theſe Commiſſioners with ſeveral 
Crimes; which Accuſations are utterly falſe and 
groundleſs, and can be made to appear ſo, if 
they be allowed to make their defence. And it 
any of them were in debt in England before they 
ſetled and got Eftates in the Plantations, this 


will be no Impeachment of their Integrity. 
main* 


— 


abuſe 


| 6 | : 4 J. a . * | ; 
maintenence on their Miniſters.) they 7%, PII be able to keep their Miniſters 
within the hounds of their duty, tho' the ſaid government is vety willing (and the 
Lords Proprietors will heartily concur) to allow of an Fecleſiiſtical Government to 


| be exerciſed within the ſaid Colony, as ſoon as a Biſhop or Comillary ſhall be 2p- 


inted to prefide over the Clerpy. | | : iu 15) 
Popo fan of an Eccleſiaſtical [FED to pteſide in the Fg Colonies, the 
Miniſters thete, ate under no reſtraint, and for es ag ths Colony of South (Cu- 
rohna, + Mr. Marſton the Miniſter of Charles Town (upon whicti'place; the Af- 
ſembly has ſet led a proviſion worth 250 /. per Ann.) has behaved himſelf with that 
Imprudence and Haughtineſs as is iuſuppor table to any Government; and when called to 
an Account by the Aﬀembly or Parliament, for his rude Speeches, and Unchriſtian be- 
haviour, he carried himſelf with that rudeneſs and ill Manners, as would not be endu- 
red by the meaneſt Court in England. * Min en eure 2207317 - 
Tue ſaid Lords Proprietors cannot but take notice of the extraordinary zeal of the 
Petitioner Booze, in Printing and Publiſhing the Caſe 12 the Church of England 
in Carolina, whereas the ſaid Boone is known to be a Diſſenter, and a great Oppoſer 
of the Eſtabliſhment of rhe Church in thoſe parts, and whatever real kindneſs he 
may pretend for the n tis well known, he deſigus no kindneſs to her; but 
endeavours. to ſhelter his bad defigus under the Thew of Kindneſs, for no Eſtabliſh. 
ment of the Church or Miniſtry in er be acceptable to him. 1 
* The Character and Integrity of Sir Nathaniel Fohnſon is too well underſtood to 
be blemiſhed by the fly and Black Infinuations of the Petitioner Boone for his Govern- 
ment has always been juſt and equal as became the Character of an upright Gentleman, 
and tho it be ſuggeſted chat the Act now complained of, was obtained by ſurprize 
and inditect Practices, the Lords Proptietors defire that the manner of paſſing the 
ſame, may be enquired into, for as they would not be guilty of wy unfair proce. 
dure in paſfing Laws, neither will rhey coumenance any toul Practiſes in their Go- 
vernout or Deputies. ; 7 einen l. 42182 
+ The Mr. Mate has behaved himſelf with | ton in his ſtead, and rote tu theother Iſlands ro 
that Infolence,- as to deſerve no favour from the | joyn with them, which they refuſed; to do. The 
Goverament, yet they have always Thewed them- | French had actually begun Hoftilitics upon St. 
{elves indinable to do kim juſtice; And tho Mr. | Chriftoppers, ' which gave the lax, Goavernour 2 
Born a Diſſenter, full of zeal for the Church and, fair opportunity of being Diſloyal to their late 
Charchiica has in hes Printed caſe inferred an | Majeſties, if he had fo inclined, but he ſwa- 
upon Mr. Men, the caſe was thus ded the Inhabitants of Antigoz to compi with 

Mr. Met and Mr. Marten ha to Quatrel j choſe at Nevis, and to'accept'of' Col. Codrington 
aud afier warm words, fell to fighting ; where- | and not to divide and Quarteſ among themnielves 
in Mc, Merften excelled and banged his Adver- | when an Enemy was' at their Door, which they” 
Gry, yer nevertheleſs, hacomplaiaed to the Go. I did with great reluctancy, and to give the bet- 
verngur and Council, who convensd Mr. — ter Counteman ec tothe Authori oh £6 Cade. 
only 4 e 


ber then, zerren BUununewen, found that = {which was then 


Mir. Aber gave the Ert font Language, ere, People] he gave the ſaid Cyl. a Commiſion to be 
upon the Grein and Council-asked Mr, | Lieutenaot General of the Iſlands. On Sit Natb's 
Munten weat , ee he geqwured, abo re- 1 leavidth his Goretnment, the Tſnd' of Antigen \ 
pty'd that Mr. Ser ought to make 2 publick E nim a Veſſel, and all Neceſſaritslat cher 
ackue a che 4Front which be did | own expence, and ſent home Letters, wherein 
make accordingly, before the Governour and they expreſsthemſetves very Honourably of Him. 

Council, they then adked 'Mir; Au Nen if be de- Sir Nu Eideſt Son, ilid hy his Fathers DireQi« 
fired any farther tion,” and he told them) ons, Loon after the Reyalution, enter himſelf oa 


tie did not. 
4 * 
| 428 


* The Petitꝭoner ĩa cher Priared (ate, would: 
rnfirraare Sir Nubeanel Jen. -was 2" orion 
cilaffefttd to the late Goverutneat ; whereas che 
Tru of his Caſe is this: St df Fobn/on 
dy King Ch1t1cr H. but betete hem poffeften of rity and hardfhip of ber [5prifonment, which 
the ſame, King Charles died, and rhe aid G dauid acver axe happeged, if Sir Nath, had bern 


vernmentwas confirmed ce him by King Jamey ; * 8 tobe ia che gereift ol K. nenen. 
daved himeif to the ſaticfaſtian of all | Perſons 8 St. . 


during whoſe Reign, che aid Sir Nathaniel be- 

under b Rdnumſtramon, and upon notice of the | and lived privately; | tl he Was a few ears, 
Revolation, Procilaamod their late Majeſtics Ti- N winiſttation of Go 
2 — 2 2 of 8 the preſent 

the Mu Infabitants of News fancy- aved biglett 46 the general latisfifton of. A 
ing the ſaid Governour wo be a Diſaffected Perſixꝝ Perle, beck lurchas a Di e 
mx in C e Ae, and Qefiared Hite | 2 very E Perſoas of: 

no Governout, and Elefted the la Cal. Cadringe eee 
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